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Americans honor citizen soldiers such 

as the Minutemen of the Revolutionary 
War. These heroes of the people leave 
their homes and families to answer their 
nation’s call to arms in times of trouble. 
Yet the citizen-soldier is not an American 
invention. The image of the freedom-
loving patriot is common throughout 
history in cultures around the world. Irish 
folklore, for example, abounds with songs 
and stories of such defenders of the 
common folk. Other examples that come 
quickly to mind are Scotland’s Rob Roy 
and William Wallace, who inspired their 
nation’s struggles against England. In 
ancient times, the Maccabbees and the 
Zealots led Jewish resistance against Greek and Roman oppressors, and centuries 
before them, the farmer Cincinnatus took up arms to save the Roman Republic. Then 
there is the entire nation of Ethiopia, who answered the call of Emperor Haile Selassie in 
1935 to defend their homeland against an invading Italian army. 

The citizen-soldier, in fact, is a key figure in Scripture. Abraham himself could be 
counted in this category, as we see in Genesis 14, where he mobilizes the men of his 
household to go to war against a foreign invader and rescue his nephew Lot. His 
descendants carried on this tradition of an armed citizenry. If they had not, then the nation 
of Israel would not have been able to partner with their God in fulfilling His command to 
conquer the land of Canaan and receive the inheritance promised to the Patriarchs. Even 
after that, the nation was to remain vigilant to defend the Promised Land. The book of 
Judges tells us why: 

Now these are the nations that ADONAI left, to test all Israel who had not 
experienced any of the wars of Canaan. It was only in order that the generations 
of Bnei-Yisrael might learn from war, which they had not experienced before. 
These nations included the five Philistine lords, and all the Canaanites, Zidonians 
and the Hivites living in the hill country of Lebanon from Mount Baal-hermon to the 
entrance of Hamath. They were for testing Israel, to know whether they would 
obey the mitzvot of ADONAI, which He had commanded their fathers by 
Moses’ hand.  

Judges 3:1-4 TLV, emphasis added 

The Minute Man, Daniel Chester French, Concord, 
Massachusetts, via Wikimedia Commons. 
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This seems peculiar at first. If God had given this land to Israel, then we might expect 
that the nation would live peacefully once they had secured their inheritance. Moreover, 
we would expect that God would ensure all opposition would be overcome at once. After 
all, the conquest of Canaan under Joshua was an astounding campaign in which the 
Hand of the Almighty was abundantly evident. Why, then, would the Lord leave enemies 
in the land specifically so that the people would learn war? The Scripture says it was to 
test Israel to see if they would obey Him, but surely there would be other, less violent, 
ways to put them to the test. Why would war be the chosen method? 

The answer becomes apparent when we step back and look at the bigger picture of 
our Creator’s plan to redeem this fallen world. We live on a planet at war. The war began 
in the heavens, when Satan rebelled against the Almighty, and then was extended to the 
earth when he deceived our ancestors in the Garden of Eden. That gave him the 
opportunity to usurp mankind’s dominion over the Earth. What God did in calling Abraham 
to establish the covenant nation of Israel was nothing less than initiate His campaign to 
take back His creation. The war will end one day, as we read in Isaiah 2:2-5 –  

It will come to pass in the last days that the mountain of ADONAI’s House will 
stand firm as head of the mountains and will be exalted above the hills. So all 
nations will flow to it. Then many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of ADONAI, to the House of the God of Jacob! Then He will teach us 
His ways, and we will walk in His paths.” For Torah will go forth from Zion and the 
word of ADONAI from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations and decide 
for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning knives. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, nor 
will they learn war any more. Come house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of 
ADONAI.  

Isaiah 2:2-5 TLV, emphasis added 

This prophecy is so important that God spoke it at the same time to Micah, a 
contemporary of Isaiah whose words were intended for both the northern and southern 
kingdoms of Israel. His prophecy, which is nearly identical to Isaiah’s, is in Micah 4:1-5. 
He, like Isaiah, speaks of the promised end of warfare, and in so doing testifies of the 
hope to which mankind desperately clings. However, there is much fighting to do before 
we finally can relax and stop studying war. That is exactly what Messiah Yeshua meant 
when He said –  

“Do not think that I came to bring shalom on the earth; I did not come to bring 
shalom, but a sword. For I have come to set ‘a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s 
enemies will be the members of his household.’ He who loves father or mother 
more than Me isn’t worthy of Me, and he who loves son or daughter more than Me 
isn’t worthy of Me. And whoever does not take up his cross and follow after Me 
isn’t worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My 
sake will find it.  

Matthew 10:34-39 TLV 

The world was already a combat zone at Messiah’s coming, and to everyone’s 
surprise, He did not come the first time to bring peace. He came to intensify the combat 
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by redeeming an army of warriors. We are no longer prisoners and slaves, unable to take 
active part in the battle. His disciples understood that much, but they missed one key 
aspect of this call to arms. As Luke tells us,  

And He said to them, “When I sent you out without a money pouch and travel bag 
and sandals, you didn’t lack anything, did you?” They said, “No, nothing.” Then He 
said to them, “But now, whoever has a money pouch must carry it as well as a 
travel bag. And whoever does not own a sword must sell his cloak and buy one. 
For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me: ‘And he was counted 
with the lawless.’ For what is written about Me is being fulfilled.” But they said, 
“Master, look here! Two swords!” And He said to them, “It is enough.”  

Luke 22:35-38 TLV 

How do we make sense of this, especially since dictators and thieves and murderers 
continue to rob people of life, liberty, and property on every continent? True, we must be 
prepared to intervene as the Lord gives us opportunity, but it may be that if we wage war 
in the spirit we can prevent, or at least mitigate, warfare by other means. That is what we 
learn from Paul: 

Now I, Paul, appeal myself to you by the meekness and gentleness of Messiah—
I who am humble when face to face with you, but bold toward you when far away. 
I beg of you that when I am present I won’t need to be bold with the courage I 
consider showing against some who judge us as walking in the flesh. For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh. For the 
weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful through God for the 
tearing down of strongholds. We are tearing down false arguments and every 
high-minded thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. We are 
taking every thought captive to the obedience of Messiah—ready to punish 
all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.  

2 Corinthians 10:1-6 TLV (emphasis added) 

Yes, the enemy of our souls was defeated decisively at the cross, but he continues to 
fight a fierce delaying action until the final victory. Messiah Yeshua’s victory at Calvary 
means the warfare for us has extended from the natural to the spiritual realms. Now, by 
Messiah’s blood, we are freed and empowered to wage war with Him using the weapons 
of prayer, praise, blessing, love, compassion, and honor. Until that campaign is complete, 
we still live in a combat zone – and we must therefore learn the ways of war so that we 
can defend our hearts and homes against a desperate and relentless enemy. 

 


